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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Welcome to Term 5 – a very different start to a school term. 
On behalf of the staff, may I thank all of the parents who have 
sent photos and messages into school.  I know that the pupils 
have been enjoying seeing their friends, but so have the staff.  
All of the messages and photos sent in have been shared with 
class teachers and on our Twitter page.  They are really 
helping to keep us feeling connected together as a school 
family.  Staff have also been using Twitter to share video 
messages, stories and learning opportunities with the 
children as well as celebrating successes and achievements. 
Now, more than ever, is a great time to follow our school 
Twitter and help us ensure that no family feels isolated during 
these difficult times and that children, families and staff all 
feel connected.  
 

Our Twitter Name is North Road Primary 
(@NRCPSchool). 

 

I cannot emphasis enough our appreciation to families 
for everything that you are doing at home to support 
your child’s learning.  We appreciate that it is a very 
difficult and uncertain time for all families but through 
supporting each other, both practically and emotionally, 
we will return to school a stronger and closer school 
family. 

Mrs Sarah Stillie 

CORONA VIRUS – LATEST UPDATE 

As a school, we do not have any further information 
regarding how long school closures will be in place.  We 
are planning in two week blocks and will update parents 
as soon as we have any information available. 

 

The next set of Roley’s Challenges will be ready for 
Monday on the website, on your child’s class ‘Home-
Learning’ page.  In addition, all teachers have added the 
end of year group spelling lists for parents that wish to 
continue with weekly spelling practice using words from 
these lists. 

 

You will also find links on your child’s class ‘Home-
Learning’ page to additional DFE online teaching 
resources for Maths and English, for those parents that 
would like to use them. 

 

Teachers are constantly adding to the class ‘Home-
Learning’ pages, including letters and video messages to 
pupils, so please keep checking it regularly.  You will find 
lots of links to other resources that support your child’s 
curriculum learning and a new set of activities to support 
mental well-being. 

 

‘Well-being’ phone calls were made to families last week 
by North Road staff.  These will continue fortnightly by 
either your child’s class teacher or another member of 
staff, if staff are unwell or self-isolating.  Mrs Difford will 
continue to make phone calls to all the pupils that she is 
currently supporting through her work as our school 
ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant).   

 

If you have any questions or queries in between your 
phone calls, please email the main school office and your 
messages will be forwarded to class teachers who will 
reply as soon as possible. 

 

It is an expectation that all pupils will be practicing their 
number facts and times tables daily as well as reading to 
an adult.  Along-side this, each child has been asked to 
complete at least two of Roley’s Challenges from each 
column on his Challenge Sheet.   

 

It is of upmost importance that you look after your own 
and your families physical and mental well-being first 
and that you support your child’s learning where you can 
and with the resources that you have access to.  Please 
be assured that you have all been doing an amazing job 
in these very challenging times. 

 
 

PYJAMARAMA 2020  
 
Due to the school closure, our North Road Primary 
School Pyjamarama 2020 will now take place as a virtual 
whole school event on Friday 1st May. 

To celebrate the bedtime story and reading together, 
this year's Pyjamarama will be a day when families 
across the country can join in a festival of story-filled fun 
at home. There are lots of activities for children to take 
part in – the only requirement is that they are done in 
pyjamas!  You will find a new tab in the ‘Home-Learning’ 
area of our website called ‘Pyjamarama 2020’ which is 
filled with activities for your child to enjoy. 

It is also a day for sharing stories and books together, in 
your pyjamas or onesies!  Please email any photos of 
your families’ Pyjamarama into our school email address 
so that we can share them together on our Twitter page.  
We may not be able to be all together in school to 
celebrate but we can still feel connected to each other 
and share in each other’s fun!  

Happy Pyjamarama Day! 



STARS OF NORTH ROAD 
Well done to all of the children who have completed 
Roley’s Challenges and sent photos into school.  You have 
made all of the staff smile.  Thank you! 
 

KEY QUESTION REGARDING SCHOOL CLOSURE 

When will school open again?  

We do not have an answer to this question.  The 
education secretary has said he cannot give a date for 
when schools will reopen.  At the government's daily 
briefing, Gavin Williamson said there were "no plans" to 
open schools yet. He said five "tests" must be met 
before schools could reopen, including a fall in infections 
and the daily death rate, reliable data showing the rate 
of infection was decreasing to "manageable levels", and 
being confident any adjustments would not risk a 
second peak. 
We will continue to provide new Roley’s Challenges 

every two weeks and update parents via email/text and 

Twitter of any Government changes.  

How often will a member of school staff ring me? 

Well-being phone calls are made to each family 

fortnightly.  These are family phone calls (not per child) 

and the staff member will also talk to you about all 

siblings in school.  Please ask the member of staff 

anything that you need to know.  It should be the same 

member of staff each time, however, this may be subject 

to change in the event of illness. 

How can I get more work for my child? 

The class ‘Home-Learning’ areas of the website have 

additional links to many areas of our school curriculum.  

They also contain links to the Government’s list of on-

line lessons for home-schooling.   Please keep checking 

your child’s class ‘Home-Learning’ area.  In your child’s 

class ‘Home-Learning’ area you will also find the latest 

set of Roley’s Challenges as well as activities to support 

mental health.  The ‘Home-Learning’ areas also have the 

messages for your child from their class teachers that 

were posted on Twitter.   

I am struggling with working from home and home-

schooling. 

Please try not to worry, you are doing a great job 

keeping your child safe and happy.  Please remember 

that the most important thing is that you child practices 

their number facts, times tables and reads aloud to an 

adult daily, who can ask comprehension questions from 

their bookmark.  We are also asking that your child 

completes at least two challenges from each area of 

Roley’s challenges over a two week period. 

What can I do if I need to speak to a teacher in 

between well-being phone calls? 

Please email any questions or queries to the school 

email.  This is checked regularly and questions will be 

forwarded to the class teacher who will provide a 

prompt reply to your questions. 

Are there any plans to hold on-line lessons, on-line 

assemblies or zoom conferences with pupils? 

No, there are no plans at present.  Links to on-line 

lessons for home-schooling can be found in all class 

Home-Learning folders on the school website. 

For security reasons, we do not use Zoom as a 

communication tool.  All class teaching teams have sent 

messages to pupils.  These are available on our Twitter 

feed and are also on the website in the class ‘Home-

Learning areas’.  You will also find stories, videos and PE 

activities created by the staff for pupils. 

Will reading books be changed? 

There are no plans at the moment to offer reading book 

changing.  This is due to the current lockdown 

restrictions and the logistical difficulties maintaining 

social distancing. 

In the class ‘Home-Learning’ areas you will find links to 

free eBooks.  Remember, reading does not only need to 

be a school reading book.  Encourage the reading of 

signs, labels, recipes etc. 

How can I find out news from school? 

Our Twitter account is regularly updated through-out 

the week.  We regularly post children’s work, new 

updates, links to educational resources and school news.  

We will also communicate news and information via our 

school text and email system as usual. 

How can I ensure that my child feels connected to 

school? 

Our Twitter feed will allow your child to see their friends’ 

work and news.  It is a great way to celebrate together, 

including birthdays and personal achievements.  Staff 

also post news and video messages on Twitter.  

Remember, pupils can always send messages and news 

to teachers via the main school email and class teachers 

will reply to them. 

My child would like feedback on their work? 

Please send any photos of work or achievements into 

the school email and they will be tweeted for the whole 

school community to enjoy and celebrate successes.  

Teachers also post feedback comments to pupils via 

Twitter and via email.  Please keep all work in the folders 

provided as when we return to school, your child will 

spend time with their class teacher looking at and talking 

about their work. 

 

TERM 5 2019 – 2020 DATES FOR THE DIARY 

20/4 Term 5 Begins 

1/5 Whole School Virtual Pyjamarama 2020 

4/5 New Roley’s Challenge available on the Website. 

8/5 Bank Holiday 

22/5 Term 5 Ends 


