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N/A  

Pregnancy and maternity 
 

N/A  

Race 
 

x  

Religion and belief (practices of worship, religious or cultural 
observance, including non-belief) 

Staff will respect the 
right to withdraw 
from  activities on 
religious grounds 

 

Gender identity 
 

x  

Sexual orientation 
 

x  

Author/Person Responsible Headteacher 
 

Ratification March 2020 
 

Review Group 
 

Pupils and Curriculum Committee 

Ratification Group Full Governing Body (FGB) 
 

Review frequency 
 

Bi annually 
 

Previous review Amendments  
 

November 2016 
November 2018 
February 2019 
January 2020 

Due for review 
 

January 2022 



 
 
North Road Community Primary School Curriculum Policy 2020 2 

All children have a right to a broad, balanced and relevant education, which provides continuity and 
progression and considers individual differences. Work in school should be planned to meet the requirements 
of the National Curriculum 
 
Introduction  
 
The curriculum is all the planned activities that we organise in order to promote learning and personal growth 
and development. It includes not only the formal requirements of the National Curriculum, but also the range 
of extra-curricular activities that the school organises in order to enrich the experience of the children. It also 
includes the ‘hidden curriculum’, or what the children learn from the way they are treated and expected to 
behave. We aim to teach children how to grow into positive, responsible people, who can work and co-
operate with others while developing knowledge and skills, so that they can reach their full potential and be 
the best that they can be. 
 
Values  
 
North Road Primary School is a Values Led Organisation and we believe passionately in the importance of a 
shared vision, values and set of aims.  You should be able to 'see, feel, touch and believe' our value statements 
in all aspects of school life. 
The following six school values determine the nature of our curriculum.  
 

• Respect: for ourselves, our family, our school, our community and our world.  
• Responsibility: for our own learning and that of others.  
• Positivity: to achieve our very best and learn the skills to be life-long learners. 
• Pride:  in our work, our learning, our achievements and our school 
• Perseverance: to step out of our comfort zone and reach new targets. 
• Ambition:  To set our aims high and be the very best learners that we can be. 

 
 
School Aims  
 
Our Values help to define our Aims. 
At North Road:  

• Children are happy, safe and secure 
• Children’s achievement are celebrated  
• Creativity can flourish 
• Everyone and everything is treated with respect 
• Children are encouraged to think for themselves, accept challenges and persevere 
• Good behaviour is expected and everyone is encouraged to take responsibility for their own actions 
• Diversity, tolerance and pride are promoted 
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Organisation and planning  
 
We plan our curriculum in three phases. We agree a long-term plan for each Key Stage. This indicates what 
topics are to be taught in each term, and to which groups of children.  The school ensures National Curriculum 
coverage, following the White Rose Scheme of Work for the teaching of Maths following the Mastery 
Principles, the teaching of English through the use of Termly High Quality Texts taken from the Power of 
Reading.  Each class also has a poetry curriculum from which pupils learn to recite a range of poems across the 
year and recite to their peers and parents during the summer term.  We following the agreed South 
Gloucestershire Syllabus for the teaching of RE.  Science, Computing, Music and PSHE are also taught discretely 
at regular timetabled lessons during the week following a recognised high quality scheme of work.  The 
modern foreign language of French is also taught discreetly at KS2. 
 

Subject Science Computing Music PSHE 
Scheme of Work Kent Science Switched On 

Computing 
Charanga PSHE Association 

 
History and Geography form the over-arching learning questions, which lasts for two terms. These are 
designed to build on prior learning, support the ethos and values of the school and its local context. This 
ensures that learning is relevant and meaningful to the pupils. 
 

Terms 1 and 2 3 and 4 5 and 6 
Cycle A 

Subject Focus 
History  History Geography 

Cycle B 
Subject Focus 

History  Geography Geography  

 
Terms 1 and 2 3 and 4 5 and 6 

Cycle A and B 
Over-arching 

Title 

Britain is Great Fantastic Journeys Our Wonderful World 

 
Each academic year there are three over-arching learning titles, Britain is Great, Fantastic Journeys and Our 
Wonderful World. Each term has a learning focus which starts with a key question.  Class teacher’s start by 
gathering prior knowledge and, with the pupils, gather additional questions to be explored.  At the start of 
each term, teacher’s plan a ‘Wow’ experience to enthuse and excite pupils as they start their learning journey.  
Through our curriculum mapping and knowledge organisers, clear guidance on the objectives and on learning 
outcomes for each learning question focus is provided.   Termly overviews for all classes are available on the 
school website. 
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North Road Community Primary School Curriculum  
 Britain is Great! Fantastic Journeys Our Wonderful World 

Pluto Class: EYFS    
Cycle A and B How can we keep out the big 

bad wolf? 
 
All about me and my family 
Fairy tale homes and fantasy 
castles 

What if I went on a journey? 
 
 

What if we found something under 
that stone? 
 
Mini-beasts and their habitats   
Local study - the school environment  

High quality texts  The Three Little Pigs  Goldilocks 
and the Three Bears   
Supertatoe by Sue Hendra 
The Jolly Postman by Allan Alburg 
A place to call home   
The Tiny King 
Owl Babies 
Princess Smarty-pants   

We’re going on a bear hunt 
The Gruffalo 
Mr Gumpy’s Outing 
Stickman 
Jack and the beanstalk 
How to catch a fruit bat 
Handa’s surprise by Eileen Brown 
 

The Hungry Caterpillar Superworm 
The Lonely Wasp 
Dug the Bug that went Boing! By Sue 
Hendra 
Norman: The Slug with a Silly Shell by 
Sue Hendra 
I can only draw worms by Will 
Mabbitt 

    
Mars Class: Years 
1&2 

   

Cycle A What if I went to Pudding Lane? 
 
The four countries of the UK and 
their capital cities.  London as a 
capital city. 
The Great Fire of London.  Guy 
Fawkes 

What if I landed on the moon? 
 
Significant individuals - Neil 
Armstrong / Buzz Aldrin/Tim 
Peake.   
The Moon Landing  

What if I went somewhere hot? 
 
Comparing Yate to an African town 

Science Seasonal Changes Everyday Materials Living things and their habitats 

Cycle B What if I had a magic carpet? 
 
Yate is Great! A historical study 
of North Road.  Imagining a day 
in our Victorian school/working 
in the mine/ 
on the Railway line 

What if I planted this seed?  
 
Physical geography/woodlands 
and forests  
Comparing Iron Acton to London. 
Visit to Iron Action Ancient ‘Chill’ 
Wood. 

What if the *** lost its home? 
 
The seven continents and five oceans 
of the world. 
Significant individuals - Mary Anning 
and David Attenborough  
 
Global Curriculum Link: Children to 
explore plastics in the 
ocean/deforestation etc. 

Science Seasonal Changes Plants Animals including humans 
 

High quality texts  Halibut Jackson by David Lucas 
Paddington Bear by Michael 
Bond 
Toby and the Great Fire of 
London by Margaret Nash 
 
Where the Wild Things are by 
Maurice Sendak  
Oi! Get off our train by John 
Birmingham 
Window by Jeanne Baker 

Man on the moon (Simon 
Bartram) 
Beegu by Alexis Deacon 
Way back home (Literacy Shed) 
 
Into the forest by Anthony 
Browne 
Tin Forest by Helen Ward 
 
 

Lila and the secret of rain by David 
Conway 
Anna Hibiscus by  
Atinuke 
 
 
Something fishy (Literacy Shed) 
Where the forest meets the sea  by 
Jeanne Baker 
Leaf by Sandra Dieckmann 
Flotsam by David Wiesner 
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Neptune Class: Years 
3&4 

   

Cycle A What if I could make a 
difference? 
 
Brilliant Bristol  
Brunel’s inventions and the 
impact on Bristol 
The history of flight and Bristol 
Visit to the SS Great 
Britain/Bristol Concord Museum. 

Global curriculum Link. Children 
to explore lessons we learn from 
the past – our impact on the 
environment. 
 
What if we passed on a message 
from the past?  
 
Stone Age/Changes between the 
Stone Age and Iron Age 
Visit to local Iron Age fort. 

What if the invaders never arrived 
in Britain? 
 
The Roman Empire and the impact 
on Britain - a local study on Bath. A 
visit to the Roman Baths/Roman Villa 
The Invaders (Vikings/Anglo Saxons) 
withdrawal from Britain. 

Science  Forces and Magnets 
Sound 

Animals including humans Animals including humans 

Cycle B What if I met a dragon?  
 
Historical timelines of the Kings 
and Queens of England  

What if I followed a river to the 
sea? 
 
Physical geography - features of 
navigation 
Study of a local river - River 
Frome  
 

What if I lived in Italy? 
 
Physical geography - 
Volcanoes/Mountains/ 
Earthquakes  
Comparing Yate to a European 
country/Italy 

Science Light and Electricity Living things 
Plants 

Rocks 
States of Matter 

High quality texts  Leon and the place between by 
Angela McAllister 
 
The Secret of Platform 13 by Eva 
Ibbotson 
 
 
How to Train your Dragon by 
Cressida Cowell 

Stone Girl Bone Girl by Laurence 
Anholt 
Ug by Raymond Briggs  
 
 
 
Journey to the River Sea by Eva 
Ibbotson 
Journey by Aaron Becker 

Beowulf 
 
 
 
The pebble in my pocket by 
Meredith Hooper 
Escape from Pompeii by Christina 
Balit 

    
Jupiter Class: Years 
5&6 

   

Cycle A What if I was on the home-
front? 
  
The impact of WW1 and WW2 on 
England and Europe 

What if I was at the first 
Olympics? 
 
 
Time Travelling - Greek life and 
the influences on the Western 
world 
Comparing Yate to a region in 
Greece 

What if the rainforest disappears? 
 
Rainforests/rainforest 
ecosystem/climate 
Comparing Yate to a region of South 
America. 
 
Global curriculum link. Children to 
explore the rainforests impact on the 
environment.  

Science Animals including humans Properties and Change Living Things and their Habitats 
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Cycle B What if I woke up in Victorian 
Britain? 
 
Queen Victoria and her reign 
Industrial revolution Victorian 
inventions and their impact on 
modern life 

What if we could visit the stars? 
 
Planets and the solar system  

What if we pollute the seas? 
 
Physical geography - the poles and 
water cycle 
Oceans, rivers and seas - climate 
change and plastic pollution  

Science Light 
Electricity 

Earth and Space 
Forces 

Evolution  

High quality texts  Goodnight Mr Tom by Michelle 
Magorian 

Letters from the Lighthouse  and 
When we were warriors by  
Emma Carroll 

Christmas Truce (Literacy Shed – 
poetry) 
 
Cogheart by Peter Bunzi 

The adventures of Odysseus by 
Hugh Lupton and Daniel Morden 
Who let the God’s out? by Frank 
Cottrell Boyce 
 
 
Cosmic by Frank Cottrell Boyce 
Pandora – The Literacy Shed  
 

The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne 
Cherry 
The Vanishing Rainforest by Richard 
Platt 
The Viewer by Gary Crew 
 
 
Floodland by Marcus Sedgwick 
Shackleton’s Journey by William Grill 
 
 

Significant and historical people to be studied 
Links to a Global Curriculum 
 
Our short-term plans are those that our teachers write on a weekly or daily basis. We use these to set out the 
learning objectives for each session, and to identify what resources and activities we are going to use in the 
lesson.  Through-out learning in History, Geography and Science and at the end of a teaching sequence, pupil’s 
test their learning and recall of facts and information through ‘low threat’ quizzes.  This helps develop working 
and long-term memory.  
 
Equality and Inclusion  
 
The curriculum in our school is designed to provide access and opportunity for all children who attend the 
school. If we think it necessary to adapt the curriculum to meet the needs of individual children, then we do so 
only after the parents of the child have been consulted.  
If a child has a special need, our school does all it can to meet these individual needs. We comply with the 
requirements set out in the SEND Code of Practice in providing for children with Special Needs. The school 
SEND Policy provides details of how children with SEND have their needs met by the curriculum.  
The school’s curriculum is designed to promote community cohesion and combat prejudice or stereotyping.  
The curriculum takes into account the cultural and religious heritage of the school community and is adapted 
to match the needs of children and groups within each cohort. 
 
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education & British Values 
 
At North Road Primary School we recognise the importance of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural 
Education and that this includes a duty to champion the principles of democracy and challenge prejudice 
and intolerance by promoting the five key British Values:  
• democracy 
• the rule of law 
• individual liberty 
• mutual respect 
• tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs 

These values flow through North Road Primary school, from our ethos and vision, to our policy and practice 
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in the classroom.  

As a school and staff, we believe in an ethos where children of all backgrounds and cultures are welcomed 
and valued; all children will make the very best progress that they can; leaving us confident to participate 
and take a lead role in society. 

We believe our pupils should demonstrate outstanding behaviour and self-discipline, supported by parents 
and our partners in the wider community. 

We believe our pupils should leave us confident, proud of their success, able to encourage others and 
understand the changing world around them. They will be able to look back on a wonderfully happy Primary 
Education and be eager to start the next stage of their learning. 

In addition, these are clearly articulated, as expectations to pupils, in our Behaviour Policy and School 
Values and Aims,  

Finally, in the classroom, during daily school assemblies and in pre and after school provision, we deliver a 
broad and balanced curriculum, in accordance with National Curriculum requirements, promoting the 
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development of pupils at every opportunity; preparing our pupils for the 
challenges, responsibilities and experiences that life may offer. Through a broad range of learning 
opportunities, children develop 

• an understanding and appreciation of how different cultures have shaped our school, local community 
and country;  

• the willingness to share and reflect upon their own and others’ faith, beliefs and values;  
• opportunities to investigate moral and ethical issues without conflict, prejudice and bias;  
• a context to use their developing social skills to work with others, regardless of gender, race or 

sexuality;  
• the belief that they can make a positive contribution to the society in which they live. 

 
 
The Foundation Stage  
 
The curriculum that we teach in the Reception Class meets the requirements set out in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage, EYFS.  
Our school fully supports the principle that young children learn best through play, discovery and well-planned 
activities, experiences and learning opportunities. Teaching in the Reception Classroom provides access to 
‘continuous provision’ though which children can follow and deepen their own curiosities and interests, using 
both the indoor and outdoor learning environment.  We value the importance of ‘talk’ and ensure all areas of 
the classroom encourage meaningful talk and opportunities to read and write.  Learning builds on the 
experiences of the children in their pre-school settings and is tailored to meet the interests and needs of the 
cohort. We build positive partnerships with the variety of nurseries and other pre-school providers, from 
which the children arrive at North Road Primary.  
During the children’s first term in the Reception class, their teacher makes a baseline assessment to record the 
skills of each child on entry to the school. This assessment forms an important part of curriculum planning for 
each child. Daily observations, photographs and work samples help to track progress and are recorded in the 
pupil’s Learning Diary. 
We recognise and value the support of parents in a child’s learning journey.  Through-out the year, parents are 
invited to join their child in the classroom during their ‘Discovery Time’ and to view and comment in their 
child’s Learning Diary.  We recognise the importance of keeping parents informed about their child’s learning 
and progress. 
 
Overview Maps are available on the website 
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Phonic Programme 
 
At North Road Primary School, we follow Letters & Sounds and support this with the PhonicsPlay scheme 
and Jolly Phonics’ actions and pictures.  In Reception, our phonic skills begin with speaking and listening. We 
practice listening for sounds at the beginning, in the middle, and at the ends of words. We also practice 
blending sounds together verbally to make words. In the Autumn Term, we begin teaching children single 
letter sounds. Children learn the sound, the action and the formation of each letter. As the children become 
more confident, we teach them how to put these single sounds together to read and write words. 
Throughout the year, we constantly reinforce the importance of correct formation of these letters, 
practicing in different ways, such as using shaving foam, sand and play dough. We also focus on the 
recognition of High Frequency words. 

 
In Key Stage One, the children continue to follow the PhonicsPlay scheme which is enhanced and supported 
with a wide range of resources such as whiteboard writing activities, card games, flash cards, interactive on-
line and published games, as well as the many interactive activities suggested in the scheme itself.  
Following the structure and guidance of the PhonicsPlay scheme ensures a full coverage of phonic sounds 
and skills and that the enhancement activities allow the children to apply and consolidate their knowledge 
in a variety of contexts.  This then allows them to link phonic rules and strategies to their writing and 
reading tasks more effectively. 

 
The role of the Subject Leader  
 
The role of the subject leader is to:  

• provide a strategic lead and direction for the subject;  
• support and offer advice to colleagues on issues related to the subject;  
• monitor pupil progress in that subject area and report regularly to colleagues and Governors; 
• provide efficient resource management for the subject through accurate and effective budget control 

 
The school gives subject leaders non-contact time as needed, so that they can carry out the necessary duties 
involved with their role. It is the role of each subject leader to keep up to date with developments in their 
subject, at both national and local level. They monitor and review the way that the subject is taught across the 
school, track data and plan for improvements. This development planning links to whole-school objectives 
through the School Development Plan and subject leaders update the priorities on the SDP Termly Impact 
Report. Each subject leader reviews the curriculum plans for their subject, monitors Knowledge Organisers and 
Topic Quizzes and ensures that there is full coverage of the National Curriculum though taking responsibility 
for the subject progression mapping.  Curriculum subject progression mapping is available to view on the 
website. 
 
Homework 
 
Homework is set so children have opportunities to apply their learning outside of the classroom.  Homework 
will consist of: 

• reading, parents are expected to hear their child read daily, ask comprehension questions from the 
provided bookmark and to write and comment and sign the reading record 

• Homework spelling booklets are sent home every Friday and collected in on the following Thursday. 
There are three short fun tasks for Year 1 and four short fun tasks from Year 2 onwards, to help the 
children learn their weekly spellings, which are tested on a Friday. 
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• Times Tables and related Division Facts are tested termly. Parents are expected to support their child 
as they work through their Termly Practice Booklet.  Children will receive a certificate when they have 
passed their timed test and parents are informed on the requirements of the next test. 

• All children have access to the app Times Table Rockstars, which directly supports the Times Table that 
they are learning.  Home Learning also consists of the expectation that all children will log onto the 
app, at least once a week, to practice quick fire times table.  Class teachers and the Maths Subject 
Leader closely monitor individual children’s use and achievement on the app.  Children in Year One are 
also directed towards to app Monster Maths, to support with quick fire number bond practice, if 
appropriate. 

• In Foundation and KS1, a Dojo for Responsibility is awarded for completion of home learning that is 
completed and handed in on the required day. 

• In KS2, a Dojo for Responsibility is awarded for completion of home learning that is completed and 
handed in on the required day.  Minutes of ‘Golden Time’ are lost for non-completed home learning. 

• Additional work may be set to help specific children with certain areas of difficulty  
 
Assessing Pupil Progress 
 
At North Road Primary School children’s progress, within the National Curriculum, will be described via 
three progress milestones: ‘Emerging’, ‘Developing’ and ‘Secure’. 
 

• Progress for children beginning to demonstrate learning within their year group expectations will be 
described as ‘emerging’  (0-49% objectives met) 
 

• Progress for children who are developing their skills in their year group expectations will be 
described as ‘Developing’ (50 – 74% objectives met) 
 

• Progress for children meeting their end of year expectations will be described as ‘Secure’. (75% + 
objectives met) 

 
If a child is working below year group expectations, their progress may be described using the expectation 
for the year group that they are working within. 
 
Progress is tracked on the North Road Assessment Tracker which, is linked to the South Gloucestershire Age 
Related Expectations (ARE).  Both ‘achieved’ and ‘in progress’ data is monitored in order to provide an 
accurate picture of progress across the year.  For Years 2 and 6, progress is also monitored against the 
Teacher Assessment Framework. 
 
Progress in Reading is monitored Termly, thorough the use of RM Reading Baseline, where a child’s reading 
age is monitored and tracked.  This allows pupils to be supported with additional interventions or extended, 
where required.  
 
Sport and Physical Education 
 
Sporting provision at North Road Primary School ensures that our children have the chance to participate in 
2 hours per week of physical exercise and excel in a wide range of sports delivered by both teaching staff 
and professional coaches. As a result, teams from North Road Primary School regularly compete in local 
competitions, in a range of sports.  In addition to PE lessons all children take part in a weekly ‘Wake n Shake’ 
session and ‘The Children’s mile’.   

At North Road Community Primary School, we are committed to increasing children’s physical activity and 
therefore on PE days the children wear their PE uniform of black joggers, bottle green T Shirt, school PE 
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hoodies and black trainers.  By being prepared for physical activity, we can increase the time given to both 
PE lessons, physical activity and other classroom based learning. 

 

Monitoring and Review  
 
Our Governing Body’s Curriculum and Pupil’s Committee is responsible for monitoring the way the school 
curriculum is implemented. This committee reviews each subject area in its bi-annual cycle of review and 
development.  
We have named governors for English, Maths, Science, Computing, Early Years, PSHE, RE, Heath and PE, Pupil 
Premium and Inclusion. The governors liaise with the subject leaders of these areas, and monitor closely the 
way the school teaches these subjects.  
Subject Leaders monitor the way their subject is taught throughout the school and the progress made by 
pupils. They review long-term and medium-term planning and complete learning walks, book scrutinies and 
pupil conferencing to ensure that appropriate teaching strategies are used and correct content is taught. 
Subject leaders also have responsibility for monitoring the way in which resources are stored and managed. 
 
 
 
 
Signed:    S Stillie     Headteacher      Date: 23rd January 2020 
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Chair of the Curriculum and Pupils Committee  
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